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For Immediate Release

Thursday, January 3, 2013
Kevin Love Sixth Among Western Conference Frontcourt, 
Ricky Rubio Eighth Among Western Conference Backcourt In 2013 NBA All-Star Balloting After Third Returns
Minneapolis/St. Paul – Minnesota Timberwolves forward Kevin Love is sixth among the Western Conference frontcourt in votes received (221,291) and guard Ricky Rubio is eighth among the Western Conference backcourt in votes received (112,352) after the third returns in the 2013 NBA All-Star Balloting program. 

In 17 games this season, Love, a two-time NBA All-Star, is averaging 18.7 points and 13.8 rebounds per game. Love has tallied 13 double-doubles, including seven 20-point, 10-rebound efforts and two 30-point performances, including a 34-point, 14-rebound outing in his season debut on November 21 vs. Denver.  
Rubio has appeared in five games this season, averaging 4.2 points, 4.0 assists, 2.0 rebounds and 1.2 steals in 18.4 minutes per game. Rubio made his 2012-13 season debut on Dec. 15 vs. Dallas with an eight-point, nine-assist, four-rebound and three-steal performance in 18 minutes in a 114-106 Minnesota win. Rubio is coming back after recovering from surgery to repair a torn ACL (anterior cruciate ligament) and LCL (lateral collateral ligament) that he suffered March 9, 2012 vs. the Los Angeles Lakers.
Kobe Bryant of the Los Angeles Lakers is the leading overall vote-getter (1,177,456), followed closely by the Miami Heat’s LeBron James with 1,151,304 votes, after the third returns of the 2013 NBA All-Star Balloting presented by Sprint. Bryant is followed in the Western Conference by the Oklahoma City Thunder’s Kevin Durant (1,088,797), while the New York Knicks’ Carmelo Anthony (1,054,099) sits behind James in the East. 

The 62nd NBA All-Star Game will be played at the Toyota Center in Houston, Tex. on Sunday, Feb. 17, 2013 (8 pm ET), televised exclusively on TNT and broadcast exclusively on ESPN Radio in the U.S.  The All-Star Game will reach fans in more than 200 countries and territories in more than 40 languages. 

James, Anthony and the Boston Celtics’ Kevin Garnett (390,751) pace the Eastern Conference’s frontcourt players. The Heat’s Dwyane Wade leads all Eastern Conference backcourt players with 765,077 votes, followed by the Celtics’ Rajon Rondo (675,822). 
Following the third returns Bryant is joined in the backcourt by intra-city rival Chris Paul of the Los Angeles Clippers with 651, 893 votes. Durant, the NBA’s leading scorer the past three seasons, leads all frontcourt players in the West, followed by the Lakers’ Dwight Howard (716,671) and the Clippers’ Blake Griffin (593,024). 

2013 NBA All-Star Balloting presented by Sprint gives fans around the world the opportunity to vote daily for their favorite players as starters for the 2013 NBA All-Star Game in Houston. For the first time ever, NBA fans can vote via social media networks, including Facebook and Twitter, and Sina Weibo and Tencent QQ in China. 

Twitter voting allows fans to tweet a vote for one player each day throughout the All-Star balloting period. The tweet must include a player’s first and last name, along with hash tag #NBABALLOT. Facebook voting will allow fans to fill out one full ballot (three frontcourt and two guards from each conference) per day, through a custom application on Facebook. 

Fans can also access the ballot and vote through the NBA Game Time and NBA Game Time from Sprint applications, available on Android and iOS. NBA fans can fill out one full ballot (three frontcourt and two guards from each conference) per day, through the NBA Game Time and NBA Game Time from Sprint application, the most comprehensive app in the marketplace for NBA fans. 

There are several other ways fans can cast their votes as part of this season’s all-digital program including: in 11 languages on NBA.com/ASB, through SMS voting by texting the player's last name to 6-9-6-2-2 ("MYNBA") or by visiting NBA.com/ASB on any wireless device. Fans can vote for 10 different players per day, per phone number, via SMS voting by sending 10 separate SMS messages, each one with a different player's last name. Message and data rates may apply. 

After submitting their All-Star selections, fans have the ability to share them with their friends on Facebook and followers on Twitter, and encourage others to cast their ballots. 

Balloting will conclude on Jan. 14, and starters will be announced live on TNT on Jan. 17, during a special one-hour pregame show at 7 p.m. ET featuring Ernie Johnson, Charles Barkley, Shaquille O’Neal and Kenny Smith. The special will air prior to TNT’s exclusive doubleheader featuring the Los Angeles Clippers at the Minnesota Timberwolves (8 p.m. ET) and the Miami Heat at the Los Angeles Lakers (10:30 p.m. ET). 

The NBA All-Star ballot lists 120 players – 60 each from the Eastern and Western conferences – with 36 frontcourt and 24 guards from each conference comprising the list. Voters select three frontcourt and two guards from each conference. 

The 120 players on the ballot were selected by a panel of media who regularly cover the NBA: Steve Aschburner (NBA.com), Jonathan Feigen (Houston Chronicle), Doug Smith (Toronto Star/PBWA), and Kenny Smith (TNT). 

NBA All-Star 2013 in Houston will bring together some of the most talented and passionate players in the league’s history for a global celebration of the game. TNT will televise the All-Star Game for an 11th consecutive year, marking Turner Sports' 29th year of All-Star coverage. State Farm All-Star Saturday Night will feature the Shooting Stars, Taco Bell Skills Challenge, Foot Locker Three-Point Contest, and Sprite Slam Dunk. Other events at NBA All-Star 2013 will include the BBVA Rising Stars Challenge, Sprint NBA All-Star Celebrity Game, and NBA All-Star Jam Session. The 2013 game will mark the third NBA All-Star celebration in Houston. The city also hosted the event in 1989 and in 2006. 

The leaders of both the Eastern and Western Conference players for the third returns of 2013 NBA All-Star Balloting presented by Sprint are as follows:
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

Frontcourt: Kevin Durant (OKC) 1,088,797; Dwight Howard (LAL) 716,671; Blake Griffin (LAC) 593,024; Tim Duncan (SA) 352,534; Pau Gasol (LAL) 239,440; Kevin Love (Min) 221,291; Omer Asik (Hou) 160,935; Rudy Gay (Mem) 140,864; Serge Ibaka (OKC) 134,172; Marc Gasol (Mem) 114,465; LaMarcus Aldridge (Por) 111,156; Zach Randolph (Mem) 111,046; Dirk Nowitzki (Dal) 106,623; Metta World Peace (LAL) 106,025; Chandler Parsons (Hou) 93,057.
Backcourt: Kobe Bryant (LAL) 1,177,456; Chris Paul (LAC) 651,893; Jeremy Lin (Hou) 605,624; James Harden (Hou) 337,585; Russell Westbrook (OKC) 268,558; Steve Nash (LAL) 202,274; Tony Parker (SA) 128,966; Ricky Rubio (Min) 112,352; Stephen Curry (GS) 97,761; Manu Ginobili (SA) 84,564.
EASTERN CONFERENCE 

Frontcourt: LeBron James (Mia) 1,151,304;Carmelo Anthony (NYK) 1,054,099; Kevin Garnett (Bos) 390,751; Chris Bosh (Mia) 362,973; Tyson Chandler (NYK) 315,752; Paul Pierce (Bos) 205,096; Joakim Noah (Chi) 158,743; Josh Smith (Atl) 131,508; Anderson Varejao (Cle) 116,166; Shane Battier (Mia) 107,190; Amar’e Stoudemire (NYK) 104,109; Andrew Bynum (Phi) 93,611; Luol Deng (Chi) 90,736; Brook Lopez (BKN) 76,695;Jeff Green (Bos) 62,367. 
Backcourt: Dwyane Wade (Mia) 765,077; Rajon Rondo (Bos) 675,822; Deron Williams (BKN) 350,618; Kyrie Irving (Cle) 308,878; Ray Allen (Mia) 232,441; Monta Ellis (Mil) 84,609; Raymond Felton (NYK) 77,123; Jrue Holiday (Phi) 66,514; Jason Terry (Bos) 62,189; Brandon Jennings (Mil) 56,826.
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