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Home Game #31
Kings Head Coach Michael Malone
“For whatever reason we just continue to beat ourselves—we had 19 turnovers and gave them 27 points. Good teams don’t beat themselves like that. It’s very hard in the same game to beat your opponent and yourself, but we did that tonight. The weird thing was that in the first half, in the first quarter we had seven turnovers. Then the second quarter we defended at a much higher level—held them below 40% and only had one turnover to get back in the game. Then there was the third quarter where it was 31-14 and we didn’t defend anybody. They got whatever they wanted and the game was out of our reach. Then we came in with our bench and took care of the basketball and held them to 35% in the fourth quarter. Before the game we talked about consistency and our inability to be a consistent team over 82 games and over a 48 minute timeframe. Our turnovers and inconsistent defense cost us the game.”
On what the Timberwolves did for defense: 
“Corey Brewer was aggressive but to me, it wasn’t anything that they changed. Isaiah got it going—he and DeMarcus Cousins got it going. It was what we did to ourselves.”

On Ray McCallum:
“I want to win every time we play, so this is a tough loss. But at the same time, more important than that right now is allowing Ray to get these minutes. Ben is struggling right now so we’re playing Ray and Isaiah out there together. These are valuable minutes for Ray—playing important minutes in a close game like last night or tonight is only going to help him grow and learn. He’s going to become the player we believe he can be.”

DeMarcus Cousins:

On the loss: 
“My biggest disappointment is the first and third quarter. We didn’t get a hot start in the first or the third, so coming out of the third we had to dig ourselves out of a ditch. We just kind of fell off.”

On the turnovers:

“I had two turnovers myself. We just have to do a better job of taking care of the basketball. We have a lot of teams with their hands in there and they strip the ball away from us. I also believe that we over-dribble too much at times. We have two or three guys around us at times so we have to find an open man—that’s where a lot of our turnovers come from.”
Ray McCallum 

Taking positives out of the game:
“I’m starting to feel more and more comfortable out there—the game is really starting to feel more comfortable to me. I was able to make my reads and find spots on the floor to make plays. I’m just trying to improve each and every day—unfortunately we didn’t have a win today.”

On the second unit: 
“We were down. Sometimes our second unit has trouble getting points off of the bench, but I was just trying to find my shot and get some guys involved as well. We were trying to play with energy and to chip at it and to fight our way back into the game.” 






